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HISTORIC FENCE 


The cast iron fence bordering 
the Village once graced the front 
of the Kern County Court House 
which later became the City Hall. 
The fence and chains were cast in 
the Kratzmer Bakersfield Foundry 
about 1900. 


A WORD OF WELCOME 


You will find your visit to Kern 
County Museum’s Pioneer Village 
a veritable nostalgic journey into 
the now vanished past of central 
California. Here you will see the 
actual structures and furnishings 
owned by the pioneers, the clothes 
they wore and the tools they used. 
For those in search of “the real 
thing” Kern’s Pioneer Village is 
without a peer in the West. 


SOUTHER DITCH PLOW 


The Souther (sow-ther) Ditch 
Plow was designed to dig the Kern 
Island Canal. It cut a furrow five 
feet wide and three feet deep. Forty 
yoke of oxen were needed to move 
this giant. The Kern Island Canal 
which runs from the foot of Pan- 
crama Heights through downtown 
Bakersfield was the scene of early 
water rights disputes in the county. 
The Haggin (Haygan) and Carr in- 
terests fought with Livermore and 
Chester, and later the great cattle 
kingdom of Miller & Lux took over 
water rights and the Kern Island 
Canal. There were shootings, kill- 
ings and dynamitings before the 
great dispute was finally settled. To- 
day the Canal runs_ peacefully 
through Central Park, past the old 
mill site just north of Truxtun 
Avenue and on south to water the 
fertile fields of Kern’s old lake bot- 
tom area. 


CATTLE BRANDS 


This building houses a range 
heraldry display. On exhibit are 
many of the cattle brands which 
have been in use in Kern County 
for numerous years. Branding dates 
back thousands of years and was 
probably first developed in Mesopo- 
tamia. The practice was then taken 
into Spain by the Moors and Ssub- 
sequently transported to Mexico 
with the Conquistadors. It was then 
brought to California as part of our 
Spanish heritage. 


The sheepherder’s cabin was a fore- 
runner to the modern day house- 
trailer. 


MARTIN STOCK CORRAL 


Horses played a large part in 
every phase of the westward move- 
ment. They were indispensable to 
the cattle industry. Corrals like the 
Roscoe Martin Stock Corral were a 
common sight throughout the Coun- 
ty in the early days. These corral 
rails were cut near the historic foot- 
hill community of Glennville a 
century ago. The corral was rebuilt 
on the Village grounds in 1956. 


This exhibit of cattle brands is 
rated as one of the finest of its 
kind on the Pacific Coast. 


SHEEPHERDER’S CABIN 


It had a bed, a stove, numerous 
other home like conveniences, and it 
was portable. A team of horses 
dragged it from place to place on 
skids attached to the bottom. Tom 
Quinn of Delano built this hut in 
1906 to use when sheepherding the 
large flocks of sheep that once 
roamed the foothills north and east 
of Delano. 


BARNES LOG CABIN 


Until the completion of the Is- 
abella Dam at Kernville in 1953, the 
Kern River flooded parts of Kern 
County every six or seven years. 
About once in every twenty years 
the wrath of the mighty Kern River 
was unleashed and the waters 
sought to return to their original 
course down Chester Avenue, bring- 
ing with them large numbers of 
cedar and pine logs washed down 
from the mountains north of Kern- 
ville. It was after such a flood in 
1867 that Thomas Barnes, a freight- 
er, hitched up his oxen and gathered 
a quantity of this timber to haul it 
out to the present site of the Can- 
field Ranch southwest of Bakers- 
field. With it he built the Barnes 
Log Cabin. 


INSIDE BARNES CABIN 


The old rifle over the fireplace 
is a 50 caliber single shot Joslyn 
used by Federal Troops during the 


Civil War. On the mantle sits an ox 
yoke of the type used by Mr. Barnes 
in his freight business. -The fire- 
place served as both a source of 
heat and as a kitchen stove as you 
can probably tell by the cooking pots 
in evidence around the hearth. The 


spinning wheel was used to spin 
wool into homespun for making 
clothing for the family. The Barnes 
family was pretty good sized so 
most of the children slept in the 
loft in the attic. Mr. & Mrs. Barnes 
had a lean-to bedroom attached to 
the north wall of the Cabin. That 
tin tub you see hanging against the 
north wall is a bath tub. Saturday 
night at the Barnes must have been 
a pretty busy time. The sewing 
machine that you see at the west 
end of the room is over 100 years 
old. It is a treadle type and will 
still do a very creditable job of sew- 
ing. Thats a fluter (flutt-er) on 
the top of the sewing machine. It 
was used to put gathers in the 
waistband of a woman’s skirt. 


COOK WAGON 


This cook wagon was used to feed 
the large crews of field hands em- 
ployed by the Kern County Land 
Company in the 1880’s. As you enter 
you will see on your left the pantry 
where the dry foods were kept; 
dried apples, onions, potatoes, 
strings of peppers, barrels of crack- 
ers and loaves of bread. In the 
center part of the wagon, of course, 
is the kitchen itself with the cook 
stove, pots and pans, sink and work 
space, with bins for flour, potatoes 
and apples. The far end of the 
wagon is the cooling room where 
fresh meat was hung to cool. That’s 
an ice box on your right, eggs and 
other perishables were kept in it. 


WELLER RANCH 


Rosedale was originally settled by 
Englishmen brought to this coun- 
try by Haggin and Carr to colonize 
their land holdings. The Weller 
Ranch Ensemble includes the Ranch 
House, Hay Derrick, Windmill and 
Tank House, Hog Scalding Kettle, 
Smokehouse, Barn and Corncrib. 
This house was built about 1890 in 
Rosedale by an English “Remittance 
Man.” Many of these second sons 
were respectable, hard working cit- 
izens who soon made their places 
in the world in various fields of en- 
deavor, others merely lived from 
check to check drinking and gamb- 
ling in an atmosphere of easy come, 
easy go. 


When you look in the windows of 
the old ranch house sc typical of 
the architecture of the 80’s and 90’s 
in this region, be sure and see the 
kitchen with the old fashioned ice 
box and the beautiful and most 
utilitarian wood burning cook stove. 
Also the hand operated washing 
machine and cider press on the back 
porch. When you complete inspect- 
ion of the house look for the Hay 
Derrick, Windmill and Tank House, 
Smoke House and Barn. 


COOK WAGON 
A cafeteria on Wheels 


WELLER RANCH 
Typical of the California ranch 
architecture of the period 1875-1915. 


WELLER BARN & CORN CRIB 
HAY DERRICK, WINDMILL, 
TANK HOUSE & SMOKEHOUSE 


DENTIST’S OFFICE 
Typical of the 1890's 


APTA Crass 
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VILLAGE DRUG STORE 
Typical of the period 1887-1920. 


Interior View Drug Store 


DENTIST'S OFFICE 


This is what a dentist’s office of 
about 1890 looked like. That’s a foot- 
powered dental drill between the 
two chairs. Over on the north wall 
is an early X-ray machine. There’s 
a case of instruments against the 
back wall and some lovely false 
teeth samples. 


PHOTOGRAPH GALLERY 


This building is a gift of Mrs. 
Dan Chappell and contains a wealth 
of turn-of-the century photographic 
material. Chemicals, supplies, view 
cameras, box cameras, and profes- 
sional portrait equipment help to 
complete this exhibit. Of special 
note is the 180’ panoramic view 
camera presented to the Village by 
Rorex Photography. 


DRUG STORE 


The Drug Store represents a store 
of about the time 1887 to 1920. The 
stock on the shelves is genuine. 
It was contributed and collected 
through the efforts of many drug- 
gists in Kern County. You will see 
everything from Eyer’s Sasparilla to 
Pinkham’s Pink Pills. Why not step 
inside and inhale the not unpleasant 
odor of drugs, herbs, and patent 
medicines? Close your eyes and you 
can imagine yourself in Baer’s Drug 
Store on Chester Avenue in the 
1880’s or at Kimball and Stone’s on 
the corner of 19th and Chester about 
1915. Those big glass jars were 
called apothecary jars and were 
used to hold the ingredients for 
compounding the various drugs and 
medicines prescribed by the local 
doctors. That’s a prescription rack 
in the corner. There are probably 
five or six hundred prescriptions 
spindled there! 


DOCTOR'S OFFICE 


The small town doctor of sixty 
years ago sometimes took his fee in 
grain, potatoes, chickens, or a side 
of beef. 


The office is equipped with a case 
of medical instruments, an operat- 
ing table and an 1870 X-ray machine. 
The skeleton served aS a conversa- 
tion piece or window dressing and 
possibly as a reference. 


BENA DEPOT 


HANDCAR 


Built in 1916, the Village’s hand- 
car was a gift of Santa Fe Railway 
Company. It is located on the south 


side of Railroad Avenue. 


NARROW GAGE BOXCAR 


Formerly used by the Inyo County 
line of Southern Pacific Company, 
this boxcar was given to the Mus- 
eum in 1950. It is located on the 
south side of Railroad Avenue. 


DOCTOR’S OFFICE 


RAILROAD STATION 


On the platform of the yellow and 
brown Bena (Bean-a) Depot is a 
baggage truck of an early day and 
a platform scales for weighing 
trunks, boxes, and miscellaneous 
other items of freight. Through the 
small window at the left of the plat- 
form you can catch a glimpse of the 
telegrapher’s cubicle. Notice the 
keys, sounder and storage batteries. 

The equipment was installed by 
veteran retired telegraphers and can 
actually be operated. Walk through 
the doorway into the waiting room. 
At your left is the telegraph equip- 
ment from another viewpoint. At 
your right a waiting room that has 
seen many years of service. Behind 
the arch you can see on your left 
a glassed-in area Surrounding an ele- 
gant shoeshine stand that once oc- 
copied a portion of the now vanished 
Southern Hotel building that stood 
at the corner of 19th and Chester 
in Bakersfield. 


DELANO JAIL 


This wooden jail on Havilah Lane 
was built in Delano in 1874, and 
was carried on a flatcar as the rail- 
road was being built to Caliente. 


CABOOSE 


This is the living quarters for a 
freight train crew while the train 
is on the road. Inside are bunks for 
sleeping. In the center of the car is 
the office where the trainmen could 
take care of their administrative 
work, and the west end of the car 
is for lockers, ice box, fuel and 
Sanitary facilities. This type of car 
is typical of the early cabooses used 
throughout the country before the 
turn of the century. 


STEAM LOCOMOTIVE 


You are now standing in front of 
the most powerful steam locomotive 
ever built. At least that was the 
claim of the Schenectady, New York 
Locomotive Works in 1898 when old 
2914 was built. Manufactured orig- 
inally as a coal burner, it was con- 
verted to an oil burner when it was 
brought to Bakersfield in 1900. If 
you are interested in the specifica- 
tions on this engine you will find 
them on the large sign board in 
front of you. The locomotive had a 


top speed of about 45 m. p. h. and 
weighs about 170 tons including the 
tender. Old 2914 hauled freight up 
over the Tehachapi Loop to Mojave 
and North to Fresno and hauled oil 
from the West Side of the Valley on 
the Sunset line. Probaoly about 1945 
she was converted to a switch en- 
gine and ended her working days 
switching cars in the Southern 
Pacific yards in East Bakersfield. 
Go up in the cab and look around, 
ring the bell if you like. 


WEILL HOUSE 


The Alphonse Weill (wile) home 
was the first modern home in Bak- 
ersfield. It was built in 1882. Notice 
as you enter the hall, the 12 foot 
ceilings. Before air-conditioning 
these tall ceilings were necessary 
due to the extreme heat in the sum- 
mer. This spacious room on your 
left is the dining room—notice the 
gracious appointments. Most of the 
furnishings are original. The wall- 
paper is copied from the early de- 
sign found in the house during re- 
storation. A New York Wall paper 
specialty house recreated this wall 
covering from samples of the orig- 
inal. The bedrooms are on the left 
side of the hall with the master bed- 
room at the front of the house. The 
living room or parlor is to the right 
of the master bedroom. The kitchen 
stood as a separate building on the 
back porch to the right of the hall 
door. It is planned to rebuild the 
kitchen and restore the house to 


completion. 
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ELEGANT EIGHTIES 
Erected in 1882, the Weill home is 
often termed the first “modern” 
house in Bakersfield. 


THE DINING ROOM 


THE PARLOR 
Most of the furnishings are original. 


ORIGINAL NORRIS SCHOOL 


Close your eyes and imagine a 
cold frosty morning in January or 
March. It’s almost nine o’clock and 
you have just arrived by horse back 
from home. You tie your horse at 
the hitching rack and just as you 
think you can relax a minute out on 
the porch in her black dress and 
black hat comes the teacher. She 
rings her handbell and everybody 
runs for the step. You line up, boys 
in one line, girls in the other, and 
get your hands, face and hair in- 
spected. As you stand shivering, the 
flag is raised and the Pledge of Al- 
legiance is given. Now you can go 
in out of the cold. You’re lucky this 
semester to get to sit close to the 


wood stove but not right next to it. 
You‘ll be warm, but not roasted. 


BLACKSMITH SHOP 


This shop stood for many years 
on the Calloway Ranch and is the 
oldest one in the county still stand- 
ing. Here you see the bellows and 
forge in the center of the shop 
where iron was beaten into nails, 
tools, and horse shoes. Lining the 
walls are tools made, repaired, or 
used by the blacksmith. To the 
right of the center of the shop you 
will see implements used in con- 
structing wagon and buggy wheels. 
Power for this shop was furnished 
by a water wheel turned by a 
stream of water flowing past the 
west end of the smithy. When you 
leave the smithy, go out the east 
door and inspect our large collect- 
ion of animal-drawn vehicles. 


LOCATION 


Bakersfield, home of PIONEER 
VILLAGE, is located 100 miles 
North of Los Angeles in the South- 
ern end of the San Joaquin Valley. 


NORRIS SCHOOL 
Originally built in 1882. 


BLACKSMITH SHOP 
Kern’s oldest 


DRILLING RIG 


The oldest known operative-cable 
tool oil drilling rig in the United 
States, this exhibit of the 1910 per- 
iod was reassembled in the Village 
with equipment donated from sev: 
eral Kern County oil fields. It is a 
gift to the Museum from over 100 


oil firms and individuals. 
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BELLA UNION HOTE 


Every frontier town in the west der bright lights with gay compan- 
had a Bella Union type Hotel at one ions. The Bella Union answered 
time or another, and the Pioneer these wants for them with the 
Village was no exception. When the French Cafe and the Saloon and 


miners, loggers, and cowboys came 
to town from their crude living 
quarters and dusty dirty working 
conditions, they wanted some place 
where they could get a good meal, 
clean up and spend their money un- 


Gambling Hall. Why not go in now 
and “see the sights” for yourselves? 
If you get into legal difficulties you 
can walk around to the rear of the 
hotel and engage the services of the 
local attorney. 


NEWSPAPER 


The Havilah Courier Newspaper 
Office is a replica of the first news- 
paper office in Kern County. The 
Courier was established in Havilah 
in 1866 and continued in business in 
that location until 1869 when it was 
absorbed by the Southern Californ- 
ian. This paper later became the 
Kern County Californian, and then 
the Daily Californian, and finally 
the present day Bakersfield Cali- 
fornian. 


Havilah Courier office showing 
George Washington hand press & 
roller press. 


EARLY DAY CHURCH 


This is the refurnished little red 
church building of St. John’s Epis- 
copal Mission. Built in 1892, it was 
established to serve the Rosedale 
area—primarily ‘remittance men” 
and their families who had settled 
there. Designated as a chapel of St. 
Paul’s Parish of Bakersfield, ser- 
vices were conducted by the rector 
of that church who commuted by 
horseback. 

The building, now restored to or- 
iginal condition with almost all of 
its original furnishings, was chosen 
to represent the religious aspect of 
Pioneer Village because of its re- 
markable state of preservation and 
availability. Inside you can look be- 
yond the pews to see the ornamental 
wooden cross which graced the 
same altar in Rosedale 73 years ago. 


HORSE DRAWN VEHICLES 


Facing Asphalto Avenue is a dis- 
play of horse-drawn vehicles of the 
early days of Kern County includ- 
ing a feed rack wagon, street 
sprinkler, freight wagon, train, a 
beer wagon, a gas company service 
cart, and a steel delivery tank. 


FIRST COURTHOUSE 


The original County Courthouse 
stood in Havilah and was in. bus- 
iness from 1867 to 1874. By that 
time the gold fever had died down 
in Havilah and many people were 
settling in Colonel Baker’s town- 
site of Kern Island. Kern Island 
Was so named because it was an is- 
land surrounded by the Kern River 
on the East side and sloughs on the 
west and south. The story goes that 
Col. Baker gave many parcels of 
his land away to encourage settlers 
to come to Kern Island. The word 
was spread ‘‘Come to Col. Baker’s 
Field,” ‘Free land at  Baker’s 
fields,” and eventually Baker’s fields 
at Kern Island became Bakersfield. 
As to the Courthouse, upstairs is the 
Courtroom and the Board of Super- 
visors meeting room and downstairs 
is the Sheriff’s office on your right, 
and the Tax Collector’s Office to 
your left, and to the rear is the 
County Jail. Because of a rather 
small population and a lack of bus- 
iness it was a common practice in 
those days to have one man for both 
the office of Sheriff and that of Tax 
Collector. 


PUBLICATIONS 


Books on Kern County history 
may be purchased at the museum 
office. 


FRATERNAL HALL 


The upstairs portion of this build- 
ing is refurbished as a Lodge Hall 
with the cooperation of local fra. 
ternal organizations. Rooms of the 
lower floor of the Hall are utilizea 
for displays of fraternal regalia and 
exhibits. 


BANDSTAND 


This structure was adapted from 
the (former six-sided Bakersfield 
residence of Charles Jewett. Orig- 
inally built during the 1880’s, it was 
reconstructed in the VILLAGE in 
1956. 


OILFIELD JACK PLANT 


This 1915 central pumping plant 
served in the Kern River Oil Field 
for half a century. 
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WOODY GENERAL STORE 


The Woody General Store, estab- 
lished in 1899 at the mountain town 
of Woody has been restored here in 
the Village. The Barber Shop and 
Telephone exchange were added to 
the Store when it was rebuilt here 
in 1958. On your right as you enter 
the store is the Post Office with 
pigeon holes for the various early 
day communities in Kern, many of 
which have faded into antiquity. 
Gosford, Famoso, Millux, Olig, Mon- 
arch, Moron and many others, some 
gone, some still standing, others 
large modern day communities. Next 
to the Post Office is the Dry Goods 
Department with shoes, hats, cloth- 
ing and yard goods. That grey Stet- 
son is the oldest one in the Stetson 
Hat Company’s collection and the 
white “ten gallon” Stetson is the 
type made famous by the late Tom 
Mix, old time cowboy star, and sells 
today for $125.00 a copy. The hard- 
ware Department is on the back 
shelves and to the left is the Groc- 
ery Department. On the floor is a 
king-size coffee grinder, the old 
cracker barrel, the pot-bellied stove, 
nail and horse shoe kegs and many 
other items too large for the store 
shelves. The huge black revolving 
tray arrangement dispensed various 
sizes of nuts, bolts, screws, washers, 
and nails. 


TELEPHONE EXCHANGE 


The telephone exchange is a gift 
of the Kern County Land Company 
The switchboards were recondition- 
ed and missing equipment was re- 
placed by the Pacific Telephone 
Company. This small display is typ- 
ical of the early small town ex- 
changes at the turn of the century. 


METCALF HOUSE 


The Metcalf residence was built 
in 1885 by Thomas Metcalf for his 
daughter, Maude Metcalf, a pioneer 
school teacher in this area. It is 
typical of the homes built in the 
suburbs of Bakersfield in the late 
1880’s. The furniture and fittings, 
although not the originals, are of 
the type and period suited to this 
house. Of special interest is the 
piano in the living room. It was 
shipped around the Horn in the 
1850’s and hauled by ox team over 
Greenhorn Mountain to the A. 
Brown residence in Kernville. 


FIRE STATION 


The firefighting equipment in the 
Fire Station is the type used by 
Bakersfield’s early volunteer fire 
fighting companies from about 1880. 
This may account for the fact that 
Bakersfield was twice burned to the 
ground. The largest vehicle is the 
hook and ladder wagon, with the 
hose-cart and foam generator fol- 
lowing in size. All the equipment 


was hand pulled. When the alarm 
sounded the volunteer firemen would 
drop whatever they were engaged 
in, run to the firehouse and pull the 
firefighting apparatus to the scene 
of the fire. Water for firetight- 
ing was placed in troughs through- 
out the town. 


BARBER SHOP 


The Barber Shop is an addition to 
the Woody General Store. It was set 
up with the help of many local bar- 
bers. That’s a mug rack in the rear 
of the shop. It was customary for 
regular customers to have their own 
private shaving mugs and the mugs 
were kept handily in the rack with 
the men’s names and sometimes a 
picture or symbol depicting the 
trade or business they were in. The 
tub bath is also typical of the early 
barber shops. Note the price list on 
the shop door. Times have certainly 
changed. 


HARNESS SHOP 


Before the days of the “horseless 
carriage,’ the harness maker was a 
very important business man. He 
not only made and sold harness but 
kept it in repair as well. He was 
sometimes a saddle maker and re- 
pairer of saddles too. In the Harness 
Shop are sets of horse and mule 
harness hanging from the rafters. 
Lap robes and whips are displayed 
as well as a case of harness hard- 
ware in the front of the shop. On 
the bench are the tools of the trade, 
and standing on the floor are a 
heavy duty foot-operated sewing 
machine for creasing leather and a 
type of vise for holding leather 
when it is being worked. There are 
a group of patterns on the right 
wall for making the various pieces 
to repair saddles. 


HOURS 


Pioneer Village Ticket office is 
open weekdays from 8:00 a.m. to 
3:30 p.m. Saturday, Sunday and Hol- 
idays. 

Kern County Museum and Pioneer 
Village, 3801 Chester Avenue, Bak- 
ersfield, California 93301. 


ADMISSION 


Price of admission to the VIL- 
LAGE is: Adults, 50c; Children, 25c; 
and Students 35c School groups free. 
Special rates for groups and tours 
may be arranged. Contact Museum 
Secretary, 805-327-3226. 
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